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Gorbachev May 
Press Drive to 
Split U.S., Allies 


By NORMAN KEMPSTER, 

Times Statf Writer 

WASHINGTON— The selection 
of suave and vigorous Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev as the new Soviet chief 
after years of aging and feeble 
leadership may strengthen Mos- 
cow's efforts to drive a wedge 
between the United States and its 
allies but is not likely to result in 
much substantive change in Soviet 
policy, U.S. experts said Monday. . 

These specialists, expect Gor- 
bachev to adopt a conciliatory line 
toward Western Europe— where 
he made inroads last December 
with a successful trip to Britain— 
and a harsh tone toward the United 

"If one faces an alliance, one 
should try to split it,” said Walter 
Laqueur, a senior staff member of 
both the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies at George- 
town University and the Institute 
of Contemporary History in Lon- 
1 don. . ..... 

Little Immediate Impact 

Beyond atmospherics, the lead- 
ership change is not expected to 
have much immediate impact on 
Soviet foreign policy, which was 
the product of group decisions 
within the ruling Politburo 
throughout the tenure of President 
Konstantin U. Chernenko, who 
died Sunday. 

U.S. experts believe Gorbachev 
' will devote the next year or so to 
the critical task of solidifying his 
own position atop the Soviet hier- 
archy before turning his attention 
' to major changes in either foreign 
or domestic policy. 

“The Soviets are becoming sen- 
sitive to the fact that all over the 
world the Soviet Union is perceived 
as a power in decline,” said Arnold 
Horelick, director, of the 
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Rand/UCLA Center for the Study * 

of Soviet International Behavior ] 

“The physical appearance^ the 
leader seemed to reinforce this 

mood. Politically, it was extremely 

-"psrsrs'zz 

Union is on the move, 
i ‘'Everyone is waiting for some- 

one to appear on the Sotnet side m 

whom you can invest some ulu 
sians/’ Horelick said, explaining 
that the Soviet P«^ want a 
i vigorous leader and the West 

i wants a Soviet liberal- - 

I Helmut Sonnenfeldt, an expmt 

! on the Soviet Union, formerly with, 

|. the State Department and now on 
the staff of the Brookings IiKUtu- 
tion in Washington, said the Soviet 
;■ rinion has tried for years to appeal 

U» Western Europeans to abandon 
the alliance with Washington. 

I . *A Live, Breathing Ee** er ' 

“They have an advantage now 
that they have a live, breathing 
tender who can deal with European 
leaders.** Sonnenfeldt said. T^»e 
i 1 w^rtwit oarty in the West is the 

i with the Western Europeans is 
designed to put pressure on this 
! country. ' fcn _ n _ ru 

ferial now at Georgetown Um 
L Gorbachev at p 

younger and b«dtfUg , 
♦JlrLtHi. TO-vear-oids who hg£ 
winning the Soviet ^mon 


jnnce tne 

1 j^rbd L Br whn ev, wfe o&ed 


11 out of the 

W^fe^xl for them, but Wh^b« 
it is good for us remains to be seen. 

Cnr^^-Youdon-tsurviveAhe • 
winnowing -out process “<***?■ 
fitburo unless you 
same cloth as your fellow mem- 
bers. (George) McGovmis ^ 
i Jimmy Carters do noiree to the 
1 top in thfc Soviet Union, 

1 When Yuri Y. Andropov suc- 
| ceeded Breadmev in 19S2. he was 


described in a barrage of propa^m- 
da as a closet liberal who some- 
tones listened to American jan. 

But Andropov, who died in 13H4. 
never lived up to the up 3 #*- ~ 
specialists believe that Gorbachev 
Zay be similarly 
that he. too, is unlikely to fit the 

^Gorbachev visited London in 
December, charming the us ually 
skeptical British with well-tailored 
suits, a moderate manner and 
stylish wife. 

No Hint of Owa Views 
Very little is known of Gorbach- 
ev’s personal views. His speeches 
have all reflected established Sovi- 
et policy without giving as much as 

a hint of his own ideas. 

“To have gotten as far as be has, 
Gorbachev has to have been good 

at camouflage and tactical maneu- 
ver ” said Thane Gustafson, direc- 
tor of the Soviet studies program at 
Georgetown's Center for Strategic 

, and International Studies. 

His colleague Angela E. Stmt 
added; “We know even less of his 
views on foreign policy 
know of his views on domesoc 
policy. It is very dangerous to think 
that Gorbachev will be any more 
TiDeral’ or ‘flexible' (than his pre- 

; decessors) on foreign relations. 

, Zbigniew Brrennski. national 
. i security adviser m the CarterAd- 
. i ministration. Doted that Gcirbach- 
s I ev’s patrons in the Kremlm were 

r l Andropov, who was the c hief o f ^e 

e f KGB secret police before becoming 

I" Sdent. andMikhail A. Si*l°v. 

I ; te^Srs the Kremlin’s watchdog 

d ; of ideological purity. 

k* l “When the Sonet KGB chief 
£ f sees something promising m a 

1 young man. you havetoaskjrour- 

tc s^flRhatisitr“BrxeDndbsaid. 
er “One has to look at what the man 

stands for, what his career wasMto 

ae that respect. I expect a much mor* 

p- skillf ul, energetic— but m roany 
he respects, more dangerous— sort of 

nd 1C ^Siner Secretary of State Alex- 

he anderM. Haig. Jr, said the change 

' probably will not have much un- 
ic- pact® the UiL-Soviet armscon- 

ras trot talks opening today m Geneva.. 
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